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April 2, 2020 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

How are you doing? I wish I could personally sit with each of you and dialogue over this 
question; a place where you had the freedom to be completely honest about navigating these 
challenging times. I want you to know I care deeply regarding how you and your family is doing. 
I also want you to know that your church is ready to help for needs you have encountered. 
Please do not hesitate to call your assigned Elder, myself or Pastor Bill, or the church office 
number where we check the messages regularly. 
 

I never thought I would see the day where I would have folders and countless files on my 
computer named after a virus! I never imagined the “learning curve” that myself and our 
church leadership would go through to navigate these times. I do want to assure you, however, 
that despite these times, God is faithful! We are seeing His hand at work in so many ways! 
Despite not meeting in our physical building, our church family has been fully mobilized and 
new ministry is taking place. The daily video messages being created are seen by hundreds, and 
sometimes over 1000 individuals each day. This is only one example. God is still so good! 
 

On Wednesday evening our leadership team met on video conference to discuss our ongoing 
plans through the month of April. We have made the decision to continue the suspension of 
public ministry at our church through the entire month of April. Our boards will “meet” toward 
the end of the month when we will evaluate the appropriate steps forward at that time based 
on the condition of the virus and government directives. This decision results in the following: 
 

Sunday, April 5, 12, 19, 26 - No SS, Morning Worship, or Evening Ministry 
Wednesday, April 8, 15, 22, 29- No Kidz Klub, Youth, Prayer Connection 

 

It is hard to come to grips with this, especially since Resurrection Sunday falls in that time 
frame. We are trusting, however, that you are able to still find special ways to celebrate while 
following the directives given by our governing authorities. We are in a time of discovering new 
ways to do ministry. Some of these new ways for ministry are so effective that we will want to 
keep them around even when we do resume gathering together. In this next month we will be 
continuing expansion of new ministry and opportunities to connect. The second page of this 
letter has the start of new opportunities currently planned. I would encourage you to “jump” in 
on every opportunity you can and to “stay tuned” for continued development.  
 

With Much Love, 
 
 
 
Neil Breneman 
Lead Pastor 
 
 

IMPORTANT! 
If you are only receiving this letter in the US Mail, we 
need an e-mail address from you. Please send it to: 
lewistowncma@comcast.net If you do not have e-mail, 
please call the church office and request a mailed copy of 
future communication updates. Future communication 
updates will only be mailed to those that request it. 



Technology- Staying Connected 
I have been stretched hard to learn new methods of technology over the past few weeks. If you haven’t 
challenged yourself yet, now is the time! Those that have been willing to try methods of technology are 
finding great ways to stay connected with others. 
 

- Church website (www.lewistowncma.com)- Our website continues to have regular updates. If 
you are ever afraid you missed something, visit the page. It will be there! 

- Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch)- Our newly created Facebook 
page has had a lot of activity. You can view this even if you don’t have Facebook. Our family 
ministry page (https://www.facebook.com/LewistownFamilyMinistry/) will also continue to 
have posts to follow. 

- E-mail- This is a great way to send out important communication and save the cost of postage. If 
you have e-mail but didn’t receive this via e-mail let us know at: lewistowncma@comcast.net  

- Phone Prayer Chain- For those that do not want to navigate the digital age, we will continue to 
communicate via phone message. Please understand, phone messages are limited to 2 minutes, 
so we cannot always give as much communication. 

 

Daily Video Messages and Sermons 
The feedback I have received regarding the daily video messages we have produced the past two weeks 
has been abundant. Thank you for that! I am hearing that regular communication and encouragement 
has been very helpful in keeping focused on Jesus. I am hearing this from those in our church family as 
well as from those that are not part of the church family. We are committed to continue this new way of 
ministry although there will be a slight decrease in the frequency. Beginning next week although 
messages will not necessarily be daily, you can expect 3-5 messages each week through the month of 
April. Make sure you like our church Facebook page so you are notified of their release or check the 
church website. They will continue to release at 10:00am. There will also be a phone message on days 
that videos are posted. 
 

On Resurrection Sunday there will be a sermon I will preach that streams online on our church website. 
In the remaining Sundays in April we will always have a video message. Some may be more like the daily 
video messages, some may be longer and more similar to what we consider “traditional in length”. We 
are learning and navigating changes so rapidly that you will likely see differences from one week to 
another. Sunday videos and worship (see next topic) will begin at our traditional church time of 
10:45am. Recordings will always be available afterwards. 
 

Watch for another e-mail regarding a nationwide Good Friday Service that will be offered through The 
Alliance! I am really excited about this! There will also be a special day of prayer next Thursday. 
 

Worship Through Singing 
Beginning on Resurrection Sunday, we will also be leading you in worship from different members of our 
worship team directly from the safety of their home! I am excited to try this adventure out! 
 

Church Giving 
Thank you for continuing to give in March! Our giving in March covered all of our budgeted expenses for 
the month. Your continued tithes and offerings are so important even though we are not physically 
meeting. I want to challenge you in an area that my family is reflecting on. If your current financial 
situation has not changed, you may be poised to give greater during these times of need. You may even 
consider giving a portion or all of the government stimulus payment so that we can continue to meet 
needs in our ministry as well as expand into new opportunities. I am trusting that God will provide 
everything we need to continue to serve as a lighthouse for our church family and community. 
 

Zoom Meetings 
Zoom meetings are fun ways to stay connected via online video! We will be expanding this great way to 
connect. Watch for an upcoming e-mail regarding new meeting times open to anyone beginning next 
week. We will be offering a fellowship/connecting meeting, prayer meeting, and possibly others. (These 
will also be posted on our website on the special coronavirus page) 


