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May 20, 2020 
Dear Church Family, 
 
On Tuesday evening, May 19 we hosted a Zoom meeting online to explain the next steps we are 
taking as a church during this time of the Covid-19 pandemic. During the meeting I took about 
20 minutes to give a report and then followed up with a time of question and answer. If you 
would like to watch the report you may view the Zoom video recording HERE.  
 
I also wanted to provide you with a copy of the notes I used in presenting the report. Like 
always, if you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to e-mail or call (leave a 
message) the church office.   
 
Have a blessed remainder of your week! 

 
Neil Breneman 
 
Lead Pastor 
Lewistown Alliance Church 
 

 
 

Communication Notes From 5/19/2020 Zoom Meeting 
- We all want to get back to “normal” church! This is a positive thing that I hear of 

individuals longing to connect with one another. 
- While we want to gather ASAP, the current steps we would need to take in order to 

follow health and safety guidelines would not lead to a very satisfying experience 
(masks, drastic social distancing, possibly not singing, limited numbers with the 
possibility of turning people away, cleaning and disinfecting, etc.) 

- The Church has a history of growing during times of scattering! 
o We are currently scattered, not because of religious persecution, but because of 

a virus. 
o How can we grow during this scattering? 
o Perhaps we can grow in deep, personal connecting with others which is exactly 

what we are longing for the most right now. 
o Let’s take advantage of this opportunity! 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NichwPp_ooyAZrT_7MjunRy5BAhqqbf5
https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDdTiDZ7dprrfmNbsxgK1Ww?view_as=subscriber


- Since face to face, real connecting is what we long for most, we believe with our county 
now moving into the yellow phase there are some great opportunities for those that 
feel ready and comfortable 

 
1. Beginning the weekend of May 29-31 we are encouraging “watch party” groups to form 

and we are committed to providing resources to each group 
o Digital worship services will continue to be produced similar to what has been 

done each week.  
 The digital service will continue to premier on Facebook Sunday mornings 

at 10:45am. 
 The digital service on YouTube will now be made available no later than 

4:00pm on Friday. 
 Watch party groups may choose to meet at any time over the weekend. If 

they meet Sunday morning during the regular service time they can 
watch the Facebook premier along with others. If they meet another time 
they can simply use the video provided on YouTube. 

 DVD copies will also be available for those that would like to use that 
method of viewing. (We already have 14 families receiving a DVD each 
week) 

o If you need contact information for individuals in the church family please feel 
free to e-mail the church or call and Jen will be happy to help you. 

o There will be a brief discussion guide based on the sermon for groups to interact 
and learn together. 

o Some groups may even want to share a meal together and discuss during or after 
the meal. 

o We will ask for a report to the church of meetings taking place for attendance 
purposes and so we can celebrate and testify together what God is doing. 

o There have been individuals “checking out” our services online. You have seen 
them online. Why not invite them to join you! They may not be ready to come to 
our church when we resume but they might come to your home now. 

o We will encourage taking wise steps of safety in homes (like avoiding contact, 
distance as much as able, washing hands, don’t attend if sick or been around sick 
people, etc.) 

 
2. On June 14 we are planning an outdoor service at the church. 

o Bring lawn chairs to set out your own chairs for you and any family members 
o Full explanation and preparation will be given of expectations for the day  
o In the event of rain decision to cancel would be made by 8:00am Sunday 

morning 
o Full online service will still be created (just like now) for those that do not feel 

comfortable coming, can’t come, aren’t feeling well, or if we cancel due to 
weather. 

https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDdTiDZ7dprrfmNbsxgK1Ww?view_as=subscriber


Common FAQ’s 
 
When can we just return to church as normal? 
When we return to church, it will not be normal as we know it. Some of the current safety 
practices that we all know will be around for quite some time. We are seeking to find a balance 
between an earlier return which would require more extreme safety measures and a later 
return with a little more of a feel for “normalcy”.  
 
There is also an issue of securing appropriate disinfectant supplies, sanitizers, etc. Many of 
these items are on backorder for several weeks.  
 
Isn’t the virus just a big hoax? Shouldn’t we simply choose to trust God and not live in fear? 
There is a large spectrum of concern and beliefs regarding the virus. Unfortunately, much of it 
has followed the same political divides that our country has been dealing with. WE WILL NOT 
ALLOW THE DIFFERING BELIEFS EVEN AMONG OUR CHURCH FAMILY TO DIVIDE US! We will 
show kindness to one another and not judge each other. There should never be pressure or 
guilt put upon someone for not feeling ready to engage with others or return to church. 
 
Will we try to do an outdoor service every week until we can return in the building? 
We are not sure about this. We do want to be sensitive to the fact that our church is located in 
a neighborhood. Some of our Terrace neighbors choose to sleep in on Sunday mornings or they 
work 2nd and 3rd shifts and thereby must sleep during the time we have church. We have also 
considered the possibility of having in other locations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


