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Dear Church Family, 
 
Wow! It was a great weekend to not only be part of our church family, but also to be part of 
the family of God! We had a great Sunday morning time of Worship and an incredible time 
of worship Sunday evening for Hope Collective. Did you know that between 1,000-2,000 
people were engaged online Sunday evening for Hope Collective and that 18 churches were 
represented by leaders/members? I believe this was truly a historic moment of "gathering" 
for worship in our county. Praise be to God! If you missed either of these services, you can 
view them again anytime! Here is where to find them (you can always visit our website: 
www.lewistowncma.com) : 
 
Sunday Morning Worship- Facebook or YouTube 
Hope Collective Online Worship- Facebook or YouTube  
 
Future Church Ministry 
Yesterday our Governing and Elder Boards met to evaluate and discuss our church ministry 
based on the current data, information, and direction available at this time from 
government and health officials. I want you to know that we have some excellent board 
members on the team! I am so thankful for their wisdom, insight, and expertise as we 
continue to navigate these uncharted waters. 
 
Our discussion led us to continue not meeting in our Church building with no clear 
indication of a specific date we will gather again. Based on current information, we believe 
we will not be able to meet in the month of May. We are carefully following both National 
and State guidelines and will continue to do so. We feel any sense of returning to 
"normalcy" of gathering for a worship service will require our region of the state to be 
declared in the "Green Phase". (PA Guidelines For Reopening). We may be able to consider 
some additional creative approaches to ministry in the "Yellow Phase" such as drive-up 
church, meeting outside, small gatherings, etc. but it is also likely those methods may be 
transitional ministry opportunities once we are moved into the "Green Phase" 
 
Focus On Gain! 
We are continuing to mourn the loss of not meeting together on a Sunday morning. I know 
for myself, this closure has led me to more consecutive Sundays of "missed church" than I 
have EVER had in 42 years! Although our grief is valid and this news is hard, I want to call 
you to focus on what we are "keeping" and "gaining"! 

 Through online or DVD services, we are still able to worship and hear God's Word 
each week. It's been a special time for our family each week and I hope that it has 
been for you as well. Please note: If you are still not catching the services online, 
request your DVD now. Call the church and leave a message: 717-248-6369 

 This time led us to a truly historic moment on Sunday evening for Hope Collective. I 
can't wait to see how that event will continue to unify the Church in Mifflin County 

http://www.lewistowncma.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch/videos/667169077448984/
https://youtu.be/9XPlipACyaw
https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch/videos/267257331102431/
https://youtu.be/LHhm8ncSdzs
https://www.governor.pa.gov/process-to-reopen-pennsylvania/


 Our Sunday services are being watched by many individuals that are not part of our 
church. There are those in our community that are not ready to step into a church 
but they have "stepped into" our online services. This is not a hunch...we have real 
data that shows this; Praise God! 

 Our church presence in our community is stronger than ever 
 Our church is serving as a distribution point through the school district to distribute 

meals for kids 
 Our church has also been providing weekend groceries for families 
 Our youth and leaders continue to "gather" several times a week utilizing the online 

platform of Zoom video meetings. Weekly prayer connection has also resumed in 
this way as well as one of the adult Sunday School classes. 

 We are developing leaders and volunteers through engaging them in new areas of 
service. I am so thankful for those you have seen in our worship services that are 
contributing. I am also thankful for those that are spending many hours to make it 
all happen that you don't see; like Tyson Eckley and Will Weaver in helping to put 
lyrics into the worship! Thank you to all! 

 Our church family is becoming more bold at sharing their faith in the options that 
are available at this time 

The list could go on! Do you realize if we were to take away this trial of COVID-19 we would 
not have experienced these examples? I know it's hard, but God works through "the hard"! 
(James 1:2-4) 
 
Finances 
I do not want to miss this opportunity to say THANK YOU to the many that have continued 
to faithfully give during this time. YOU ARE AMAZING! Most our church ministry expenses 
continue even though we are not meeting in person and your continued support means so 
much! April finances will wrap-up this week but as of now it looks like we are on track to 
meet expenses for the month. I appreciate your continued support during this time! 
 
Lastly, if I have any "worries" during this time it is not knowing of a need that may be 
present in your life; a need that we may be able to help with. Please, if that is you, let your 
Elder know or feel free to contact me at this e-mail (you can reply and it only goes to me) or 
call the church office: 717-248-6369 (leave a message). 
 
May you have a week that is richly blessed! 
 
 
 
Neil Breneman 
 
Lead Pastor 
Lewistown Alliance Church 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LewistownAllianceChurch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDdTiDZ7dprrfmNbsxgK1Ww?view_as=subscriber

